
Iowa High Pathogen Avian Influenza (HPAI) 2015 Response 
Are the trucks that carry waste from affected farms safe? 

 
After depopulation of affected flocks, 
and where allowed, poultry may be 
buried, incinerated or composted on the 
farm.  
 
Thorough and consistent biosecurity 
practices are crucial to preventing the 
spread of HPAI viruses. USDA 
procedures are: 
 
 When transporting materials from a 
site for landfilling or incineration, 
vehicles and waste containers are cleaned 
and disinfected as they leave the 
premises. 
 
 The trucks follow routes determined 
by the Iowa Department of 
Transportation.  
 
 After dropping their loads, the 
vehicles and waste containers are 
disinfected and cleaned before leaving 
the landfill.  
 
 The workers who work on affected 
sites wear special clothing that is only 
used on the site or that is disinfected 
before they leave.  
 
The Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
and Iowa Department of Public Health 
considers the risk to the general public 
from these HPAI H5 infections in wild 
birds, backyard flocks and commercial 
poultry to be low. No human infections with this virus have been detected and there is no food safety 
risk for consumers. 
 
See more pictures  Iowa Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) 2015 Response 
 
For more information about the ongoing avian influenza disease incidents visit the APHIS website.  
More information about avian influenza can be found on the USDA avian influenza page.  
More information about avian influenza and public health is available on the CDC website.
 

Emptied at the landfill, a clean and disinfected waste container 
is readied to return to a staging area. 

Before leaving an affected farm, the tires, undercarriage, and 
waste container are disinfected and washed as a biosecurity 
precaution. 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/sets/72157654014140701
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home/!ut/p/a1/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfGjzOK9_D2MDJ0MjDz9vT3NDDz9woIMnDxcDA2CjYEKIoEKDHAARwNC-sP1o8BKnN0dPUzMfYB6TCyMDDxdgPLmlr4GBp5mUAV4rCjIjTDIdFRUBADp5_lR/?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_animal_disease_information%2Fsa_avian_health%2Fct_avian_influenza_disease
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=avian_influenza.html
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/h5/index.htm

